PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.
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e. The carbonic acid absorbs the aromatic vapors from B and
leaves them in the alcohol which absorbs them. (G, R, W are
made of glass, B of tin.)

FIG. 20

EXTRACTION.

This method is based upon the discovery that carefully puri-
fied petroleum ether will rapidly extract the aromatic principles
of flowers and plants. Evaporation of the extract under a gentle
heat and a partial vacuum leaves the solid concretes which con-
tain all the odorant principles of the raw material plus a certain
amount of inert waxes. From these concretes the method of Dr.
Charabot permits the isolation of the pure perfume oils, free
from all inert materials and remarkable for their fidelity to the
odor of the living flowers. This process, while simple in prin-
ciple, is, in practice, one of the greatest delicacy and few have
been able to approach the success of the originator.

The apparatus we use for this purpose is illustrated in Fig.
21. It consists of a Cylinder C made of tinned iron, which is
provided above with a circular gutter R terminating in a stop-
cock h and which can be closed by a lid D bearing a stop-cock o.
A tube b with a stop-cock a enters the bottom of the cylinder.
The latter is filled with the flowers, the volatile liquid (petroleum
ether, bisulphide of carbon, etc.) is poured over them, the lid is
put on, and the gutter R filled with water, thereby sealing the
contents of the vessel hermetically.
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